Sec. 23-59. Powers and duties of wardens. The town or borough
tree warden shall have the care and control of all trees and shrubs
in whole or in part within the limits of any public road or grounds
and within the limits of his town or borough, except those along
state highways under the control of the Commissioner of
Transportation and except those in public parks or grounds which
are under the jurisdiction of park commissioners, and of these the
tree warden shall take the care and control if so requested in
writing by the park commissioners. Such care and control shall
extend to such limbs, roots or parts of trees and shrubs as extend or
overhang the limits of any such public road or grounds. The tree
warden shall expend all funds appropriated for the setting out, care
and maintenance of such trees and shrubs. The tree warden shall
enforce all provisions of law for the preservation of such trees and
shrubs and of roadside beauty. The tree warden shall remove or
cause to be removed all illegally erected signs or advertisements,
placed upon poles, trees or other objects within any public road or
place under the tree warden's jurisdiction. The tree warden may
prescribe such regulations for the care and preservation of such
trees and shrubs as the tree warden deems expedient and may
provide therein for a reasonable fine for the violation of such
regulations; and such regulations, when approved by the selectmen
or borough warden and posted on a public signpost in the town or
borough, if any, or at some other exterior place near the office of
the town or borough clerk, shall have the force and effect of town
or borough ordinances. Whenever, in the opinion of the tree
warden, the public safety demands the removal or pruning of any
tree or shrub under the tree warden's control, the tree warden may
cause such tree or shrub to be removed or pruned at the expense of
the town or borough and the selectmen or borough warden shall
order paid to the person performing such work such reasonable
compensation therefor as may be determined and approved in
writing by the tree warden. Unless the condition of such tree or
shrub constitutes an immediate public hazard, the tree warden
shall, at least ten days before such removal or pruning, post

thereon a suitable notice stating the tree warden's intention to
remove or prune such tree or shrub. If any person, firm or
corporation objects to such removal or pruning, such person, firm
or corporation may appeal to the tree warden in writing, who shall
hold a public hearing at some suitable time and place after giving
reasonable notice of such hearing to all persons known to be
interested therein and posting a notice thereof on such tree or
shrub. Within three days after such hearing, the tree warden shall
render a decision granting or denying the application, and the party
aggrieved by such decision may, within ten days, appeal therefrom
to the superior court for the judicial district within which such
town or borough is located. The tree warden may, with the
approval of the selectmen or borough warden, remove any trees or
other plants within the limits of public highways or grounds under
the tree warden's jurisdiction that are particularly obnoxious as
hosts of insect or fungus pests.	
  

